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The Peregrine Fund Remembers Morley

Morley Nelson was, among many things, a longtime friend and Board meémbé€n of The
Peregrine Fund. Although space prevents our detailing Morley’s many.aceomplish-
ments, we provide the following abbreviated list:
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® |dentification and establishment of the Snake River Birds©f Prey Area

It was Morley who, after having returned home as a decorated war hero, recognized

the unique biological importance of that area for birds of prey and effectively worked

for its protection and various designations, with it eventually being established by the
Congress as a National Conservation Area.
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® Changing the attitude of Americans toward birds of prey

Morley, in cooperation with friends, flmmakers, government, and others, helped es-
tablish regulations protecting birds of prey*and changed the attitude of Americans to-
ward raptors, reducing human persecution.
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® Preventing electrocution of raptors

Morley recognized the long+standing problem of raptor electrocution and associated
power outages, and even reswulting wildfires. In cooperation with Idaho Power Com-
pany, and later other utilities, he accomplished research, helped develop guards, and
redesigned distribution‘power lines to reduce electrocution. These efforts have contin-
ued and are now ineffect globally.

® Establishing the World Center for Birds of Prey in Boise, Idaho

It was at Merley’s insistence that, when looking for a location to establish a head-
quarters, The Peregrine Fund considered and eventually chose Boise, Idaho. Morley c e

worked with Governor John Evans, Mayor Dick Eardley and the Boise City Council,

the Bureau of Land Management, ldaho Fish and Game Department, President John NMM w o ' ‘
Keiser of Boise State University, and Boise-based corporations and local citizens to
find a location for the facility and to provide other assistance to bring The Peregrine Morley Nelson's life
Fund to Idaho.

ﬁ ¥ d ® Researcher

gpri[ 2005 Morley not only conducted research on birds of prey, but as a trained hydrologist and

: snow survey supervisor for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation
Service he established snow surveys to forecast the water supply for Idaho and the
Columbia Basin, benefitting farming, hydro-electric utilities, and others dependent
upon water run-off. His achievements appear in college hydrology textbooks.
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® Filmmaker and actor

Morley participated in making, and co-starred in, numerous wildlife fi
his career, including for Disney and Wild Kingdom. Through his e
dra Films, he produced what are now considered classic film
of prey. Working with his children’s company, Echo Films,
production of many other films. These films were viewe
and influenced their understanding and concern for (@3

These are measurable achievements, any one of
able contributions made by Morley may, howe
cy. His actions and enthusiasm for nature an
both young and old. We will never know h

go on to careers contributing to nature ¢

In honor of Morley and his contributi
mendation of The Peregrine Fun
liam Mattox, the ldaho Cong
the United States to establ

came law. The canyo
tory among the great eons

the Nation and birds of prey, at the recom-
with community suport spearheaded by Dr. Wil-
N | delegation introduced a bill in the Congress of
Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National
Conservation Area. On March 30, 2009 by Presidential signature, the legislative bill be-
ved now carries his name and marks Morley’s place in his-
ationists of the 20th Century.
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significant. The immeasur-

&’Jally be his most important lega-
inspired untold numbers of people,

many people he influenced have and will
ation in this nation and internationally.

The medals awarded to me | have
never worn, because so many of
my men who were killed in action
should have received the same
recognition. Two hours before | was
wounded my own first sergeant,
who wrote my silver star, was
killed. One of my own men :
recognized my problem and said,
“You have to accept it for all of
us, Captain,” and that's the only

way | could. - Morley Nelson
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