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John J. Celley ~ Ridley Park, Pennsylvania
Favored bird: Finnish goshawk Q

ohn J. Celley was the typical falconer. His Finnish goshawk war@nter of
his life. Perhaps not obsessed, but he certainly fussed over t ir

Celley lived in Eastern Pennsylvania where he was a s@t certified

master electrician and state electrical inspector. He also s master

electrician for Cheyney University in West Chester, Pefin., for 13 years. But like _ AT

many other falconers, his life was much more co than amps, watts and April 4395 i 7 y 26,2005
ohms. John Celly

He also served as a deputy for the Fish & ife Commission of Delaware

County and as secretary of the Nationa%onry Association. In addition,
he was in the Coast Guard Auxiliary«andjserved as a recovery captain of the

Delaware River Launch Service erienced at boat hook towing. In Memo ry Of JOhn J'. Ceuey

Sure, he was good with bo adios, fishing and even shooting pool, but

after starting with a red,tai innish hawk became his life’s passion. ! | i o
Jack Hubley knew hi h'his first bird, and he was quite impressed with
. Celley’s meticulou es of the bird’s weight, hunting experiences and
Sure, he was good with husbandry

b o ats, ra dl os, _ﬁ shin 8 an d even bHe Y?S ceQ‘% love with his craft,” Hubley said. “There was no doubt

abou
ShOOti ng POOI, bUt aFter starti ng That; irmf, akes sense as to why he would later become secretary of the
Wlth a Y'Cd tail: the ﬁ was remembered by Michael Kuriga as a quiet and unassuming man,

Fi nn iSh haWk beca me Oa d thely would sometimes look for goshawk nest sites in North Central
Pennsylvania.
his lite’s passion. :

And Celley would often take his bird to hunt upland game like rabbits,
ducks and squirrels.

QO A father of two, Celley’s life ended tragically in 2005 at age 53 in a

motorcycle accident on a hilly Pennsylvania road.

To no one’s surprise, he was buried with a goshawk
feather neatly tucked into his sports coat.

Reminiscences: Mike Kuriga, Jack Hubley, Gary Bolis
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