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The Archives of Falconry 
Celebrates 25 Years!
— by John R. Swift, Curator and

David Wells, Administrator

In the early 1980s several indi-
viduals realized that our American 
falconry heritage was being lost as 
many families were throwing out 
historic materials after their fal-
coner passed away. Founding cu-
rator Kent Carnie along with Bob 
Collins, Bill Burnham and Robert 
Berry were among the early advo-
cates and proponents of an orga-
nization to collect and preserve 
these materials. Initial discussions 
centered on which relevant group 
should be the sponsoring organi-
zation. The Peregrine Fund at the 
World Center for Birds of Prey was 
selected due to its special histori-
cal relationship with falconers and 
as a non-profit charitable organi-
zation that could recognize dona-
tions as tax-deductible. 

In 1986 this organizational rela-
tionship was established and The 
Archives of American Falconry was 
officially recognized as a program 
partner with The Peregrine Fund. 
Initially housed in a small room in 
the Herrick Tropical building, the 
AAF initiated a capital campaign 
to raise $80,000 for a new larger 
location in the Administration 
building and moved in 1991.The 
grand opening was held in 1992 
with the dedication of the newly 
named James N. Rice Wing. 

The Archives’ founders real-
ized the importance of long-term 
financial stability and The Pere-
grine Fund provided initial oper-
ating support so that the Archives 
of American Falconry could build 
endowment support with an ini-
tial goal of $350,000. The Archives 
had nearly reached this goal by 
1996. 

Donations to the Archives of 
American Falconry started from 
the first day and have averaged 
nearly 100 individual gifts each 
year since. Future curator John 
Swift began his association with 
the Archives by donating his fal-
conry book collection after his 
winning America’s Funniest Home 
Videos™ Grand Prize. His contribu-
tions of books over the last twenty 
years provided the foundation and 
impetus for establishing the larg-
est English-language falconry book 
collection in the world. 

Many other collectors have con-
tributed unique or rare works and 
collectibles to make the Archives 
into a library/museum – one that 
is unique in the world. By the end 
of 2000 these falconers’ contribu-
tions completely filled the library 
and more space was needed. A new 
capital campaign was launched to 
build this facility which would be 
built in conjunction with the new 
Herrick Collections library. This 
facility was built and dedicated in 
2002. 
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