
lin {{dllil (;ok!m Eig,k 
(mlt!i. (/1)(1/.'(') gmt{yjlw/.' 
tiJ~J' mO)'.id, 0fl/l('fU 10 hIT 
doulII-c!?/!('I"(,{/ yo11 IIg. 11 llIilt 

ta!{e two more monthsfOr tht 

young to grow &heirpathas 
jiJ11y flnd be rendy tofledge. 
lit tight, two young eaglet!' 
huddle together at the }Jest; f/ 

third eggjaiLed fa hatch. 



~nd glides easily away, buoyed by a mong updraft-his 

purpose TO hum squirrels on the windy slopes below. 
Mother remains near ber half-grown son in the great 

nest of sticks that she and her predecessors have kept 
in repair these 500 years. She m<:ticulously preens each 

of her flight kathers and w<ltche$ the vast thcJter of 

bnd·scape. within JH:r vision. :\ tiny objecr Aying in rhe 

diu<ll1ce c:llches her att~'llli()ll. and she imn1ed'i:ltdy 

bunclws herself cow:lrd it. unlike dlC' male's lazv, ("Jl(:r­

gy-saving glidt' to,'!ard elH: . \)lIirreis. she o:ertS hClwlf 
ill pow rhd \\'ing stmke.1 to incncepI anotlln Colden 

Eagle who hns Iniswkenly blundered into her re;llm. 

She soon hilS it rctn:;ll,illg. and when ,s,llis'(led i, is ~one, 

she rt'wrns to hn nesL 

Perched lJeMby is ;1 ran'n, who dJides tIlt" ll1othl::r 
cagk' for being so llnt1'il.:'IHllv loward th:lt perl-':([I~' ni __e 

",isitur, who W:I, jLIst 1L'inS sned. 
'·Re:llly. do you think so?"' :I.');,' (ht.'. e,lbl", "j\'h- i,n­

stinn i~ to repel aJI inlrudcl'.I."' 

"TIJ:H's nld (;lshionnl." slUllS the (";W'Il. "\\(c 1l1l1~t 

k,Hll 111 .Ih'Ut'." 
i\ nd Sf] t1w e;lgle P;'ISSes the sage ravens rell1aJ-ks (In 

((l IICl' htlsbond, and both abree to let other eagle.. hunt 

wit hin the rcni (0)])', I hough the latter are not \wlc me 

1.0 pt:rch nc,)) their ncst. Soon, there ;lre a h:llf'-do4t'n 
Ill"W ei-lgles <.llll·.,illg ba k alld tilJ'll! 0\'1:"1' If!le hi'll, in 

search of squi rrcls. All St' m' lint:. for a few day, _Thcll 

t::Hher eagle bcgins lloli",iHS t~"Wt'r :mel fewer quirreb 

Hit and ;lb()ul. The one5 tkll haven'l been earen ;He Ilo\\' 
overly callrioliS and i1f11'w,.,ible ro (:lrch. And so. I10l 

suq1I'i"ingly: tilt' pair' silmmar·ilv ('vielS ;dltheir gUCq,. 

a project d130l lle:lrlv Wt'ar~ thl:"l11 UllT. SO!lletlll.h::', dlt'~· 

cOIl",lude, bcin" nice isll',t sud1 ,1 :Jood idea. 

(vlc:lllwhile, the pC1'pk:xed. Il'cll-nJe;'1I~i,ng, bllsd1od1y 

raven (OnnllUt'S 10 rcfleLl upon \\',1)'.1 ofbr'ingillb aLwlll 
a ulopi'l 'lmong IhL' eaglcs-. "1;,lVC je."\Vc-r offspring," he 
conclllck,. "I l' alii cask, were 10 colknivc ly ad.i'I'lst t hci r 

f:c undit)' IlL'low the Level ()fd('mit~'-lt'edl);lck ill",'" done 
some rc;)din<r!], I he worl'd would be brf-:e L."'HI)ligh aHJ 

r.ich cllough for JB C:l-glt-s Il) cnlo)" lil'L'- of I'e!:txhl ful­

fill'!1lC'lH.·' The roWCD sighs, overwhelmed by tl1L." pros­
pect nf convincing CH'!] ;1 fracrion of the \\'()rld'~ c:agl'L' 

population [(l PUfSllt' this ~implc, reLui'id,:' gL." 11 r1e. 
and un ivers;lJly C~~'([j\"(' SO'llltioll to thL." im:qllitiL" of 

compL."tit-jvc srrik. 

Now jm:t Tor hill, let. us im<l¥ine [hat insre.ad of rcka,ing thL." 

<::agle we found JSlf'LT in our living roOH.1, wt' ramnl ir, 'ted it, and 

found it a IIlalC. Of course we wouldn't do r}.);lt. bur if Wt' did, 

what sort of erC,Hurt' would we !h'1Vt:: Our :lIKe,mr, did [hi, VL"r~' 

Ihing with wolves, and look ,u ,[he rcslllt~--Llh[ad()r retrievers, 

build ngs, eh ihuahlIas--:lJl d iteet desu'ndeill' of the l'elT ,"dIves 
who j'l)und themselves getTing h;tndouts and shelter. The: maker 

of dogs replaced the maker of wolves. 

26 Liui"g Bird I Spnil?, 2009 

An mgil- (1liTies the i"{'IiI"iilS of" jackrabbit baric to irs IJI/ilgry 
young. j,igh Oil (/ /licsten! difl The eaglets hillY {'//onnous 

appl'tiuf, ~'eqllh'ing t/;eit pi/relit!" to ,pend hours hunting each day 
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Our eagle has descended from a long line of scrappy, hard-headed,
 

tenacious eagles for whom reproduction was always the central issue
 

around which all other functions were secondary. Our eagle does not
 

have a single unsuccessful ancestor.
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world we now live In is nllt the wllrld ['hat de igned us. and yd 

(~lIr in,;dnCl i,<; to hch;'j\'C ;'1$ rbo~lgh ir W;L', 

\\?hat might re~ll!I if the iJ)<1kd of ~,1­

gJe~ were to be rep'laced? \X!ould ,kscell­

dell'l,o C<':,l:,e to be \."agks? \'X'hell did woh'es 

cca,e [() be \I'oh-es? \XfOl' ther dogs, de­

spi!ll' their appC,H:1JlCC, th· rnornt:1lt tht':, 

m,llk I"ri<:l1ds with humans? ls ;1 ,,'olf st ill a 

'1'01 I" i Ildo()rs' J., an l~lgk ~11) ea,;1c witham 

the \,,'i.nd, withollt llthn ('"gks to chase 

from its terriwrv. or withotlt SqUiUl'h w 
pursue? Is ,1 pobr be'lr a poblf hear with­

out rhe sea ice-'l hllm:lll heil1~ ;1 

!llUll;lrl b"j I)g Oil a space ':iotiOJl or 

at :1 In;lllP 

'J \I'eIve (housa nd )'e,1r, or 0 agll. 

so!i1e of nul' ,1J1CeSWf~ (orsook rhr ir 

joh;[, nomadic h~lJ)ters and gath­

erers <1Jld moved (rOIll prairie and 

woodlands ro i'Jrrns and thence to 

toWI1S and citiel, The!' fL·pl.lled rill' 

ellvironmental lL'IJllpL1JL' (hat. lIe­

:ued tht:1J1 with otht'l" tCl11pbll'.. ill 
some ways les detn,lndi 11:;.. ,i [J olher 

ways more _0, J\,l()~t 01" It' [W\\, find 

ollJselvcs sealed off (rorn nature. 

havin~ dOl11esricatl·d (HlI'\eh c\ to 

the point of disconn<:n from OUJ 

dcsi gil , And yet rill' lle-it;1l irsclf is 

slow to change, 000 ', dt·.':ipite rhe..: 

myriad I r:lJJ. formal ion. ill rheir 

;lPIX:tr,HlC during the l' ,OuO 
\'l·:tr~, HJ be rlwy Wl'I't fi 1',. I' dome ­
,il';!fnl, djn~'1' l)cl1eri ally from 

wnJ\'L'~ IJ!' oll,ly rwo-renths of one 

percenf, \Vo"'n, in Olllfa$r, differ 

from t hl'i I' 01 Ii'r 10 r rebl ive. rhe cov­

(He hy I () I inl"~ I hat eli Ireren e, The wodd 

of ,he' dt ) I i" flOt yer the perFeer template 
01" it, J<'sign, nor i~ our~, considning [he 

\'L'lY snul1numlwr of geneti h,lngL:' rb.u 

(ollld lun' uken place in the, hon peri d 

"ince hum;lI1~ began -raying put. Thus .Jl(' 

Til is hck (.l{ (;()n~l'llencc may o:,pLtiJi I1L1IIY or tlH: pre !,i ;1­

Illl'flt.' (cmd jl);"') of lciviliz.:litio!O, C,iYe yom dog her howl of (ood. 
;lnd ~he Il['verrhd,',ss w~li IlL'~ and paw, at rhe duor \\ hL'tl d~·t'i· ap­

fear oUlsidc th~ window. Show h 'r ~llYe, and sr,jll "he ;Hlllounces 

her xcnophnhhl ro e\'ery stLmgcr :.r rhe door. Bring her sleepy 

w her bcd, and she mrns twice JrO\lIJd. digging shelr'Cf From rhe 

IIOltc:d,tcnt wind. '\'Xihar ,uite of ,~fCh programming doc~ ma.n­

kind still po,;,css, rnisJpj)roehendcd through history in con\'ol~J­

tions of uncnjighlCjl~'d .'lelf-cxI'LnHlion? Do not many of our 

predilection" remind us of our eagle and our dog~ 

l\bnlkilll~ wi~1 never solve the prob~em of ~lseJf wirhollt more 

"idesprt;ld uIJders,alldil1g of why we have predilections in (he 

first ribee. 'Illd how c;lch odJl inst~l1et has brought the genes con­

trolling it rhr<Hlgh the gcncr'llions_ The laboratory for such j,n­

\'<:stig,uio!l i, alii '1nJund LJ,I-On the nugat,i ne racks at checkout 

St<HHJ..,. in the ,ntthoril:ui"l' hnguagt' of ralk ,how "hOSIS," and in 

aJllrhe o1hn denomjnawr~ of hnmal1 nt'ural r~sponse on display 

in the \'ast daub'1,e of "'n:r~,d;lv J1lodern,ity. Like everything else 

in science. thde ,)fL' Ii,\) of hyporhes~s, bm rbL:((;: is gradual re­

finement ,md ~\Tntttal reallz,Hion, and in rhe end, we may come 

[0 ;lppreciare ourseJve as enl.iglltL·lIed-pb)ful-ralbri\'e-musiull­
hun tl'r-fisher-u~Hherer-i nnov:\t i,v d )WJ I ish-~I nisall-philosllpher, 
wirh fUllny bQllC$, And we Ilul' well fi net IT;], Oil W rej..:ct, or at 

lea, r ~uhti'!Tl:lJC, our tendencies toward d mi nance. grL'nl Xl:no­

p1hdbia. and \1',lIltOIl tCClmditl' ill :1 wprld klf I'imirs and a more 

del:ply unc!cl's[(l()d ~nbC of ;lppropri;H('1l ,;,s. ()m hl'nch m:lrk for 

this c:.,.~('nrial in e tigation of il1s~lJ'icr i~ in the pJ.r(ly eviekllCl!d 

'lTld mileJ"wise deduced li,ve'. o( hum;lIl.<; who lived ill g-rO!Jl's of 

30 DO 100 individu:lLs Ln thl' pri"ti nL' bnd~c1pe, L:nlikc c:1g1c'i 

,md dogs, veryew of LIS still "'xi,t withill il;lt COJH<:,xt of"ncl'stral 

,t:cology. Bur \t e will have wlMt we have of e\'idenc:~.. and there 

rt'l\l;lin" tilt very reJI need to understand what ""xactIv thaI IS. 

asleep on rhe living-room couch, • 

emiflga Hum i,' ;t'i!IIi'i' scmm.cr 0/ d'e Cdiromia COl/doi' Lilld 

Aplorw/{/o r;t!£OI/ reS/OilltiOil pmje,·!> }Ol' J/Ji' PaIS;-i;!" Fllud. lit 

hL' Jruc/ictl mpfOi',ljur mOre rhi!ll 40 )'",(/):5. il/dl/dillg 20Y{'{/!'J" ,pent 

;"J"rlrd'iilg /'tigk'_ !Vick f)/iit/Oj! I.' (I fin'!t/llce p/JoJogmpher 17mI'd i11 
Sebastopol, Ctl/~/im,li(/_ Visir /ii,( II-'i'b sit(' It.'UJ1I',1Iid<dltil!O/"COTil, 
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